
Join The Mission
of the Kingdom 

His Feet International



Sometimes your journey with God leads you just over the
horizon to see things you never imagined you would see. As

we maneuvered through the branches jutting into the trail we
couldn’t measure how far we had walked or how much farther

we had to go. As the red dust of the switchbacks and ridges
clung to the soles of our shoes we could only feel God driving

us forward.
 

After a long ascent hiking into the mountains, a motley crew of
people from the local village surrounded us. They all wanted
to know what this Westerner and his friends wanted. There

was nothing amazing about this village. It was nothing to write
home about. Poverty and ramshackle conditions were the

norm. It wasn't a booming metropolis. It was a small
insignificant place but it was ripe for the message we were

bringing.
 

You could smell the aroma of that night’s dinner wafting
through the shabby but well-kept huts.

Soon we began setting up our equipment. The first thing we
erected was the projection screen. I'm sure it piqued the

interest of many of the elders. The children and teenagers
were anticipating the showing of a film. But this wasn't just

any film.
 

This movie wasn’t filled with powerful explosions or reckless
car chases. There was no sappy love scene where the couple
locks eyes and engages in a passionate kiss. There were no

special effects or CGI. This movie was about something bigger
and more exciting. This movie was about a man who could

change the lives of everyone in that village. 
 



No one in this village had ever heard the name of Jesus. There were
no Christians. No Bibles. They hadn’t heard the message of the

gospel. The area was totally unreached. In their minds this was okay
and getting by day to day with enough food and free from sickness

was enough.
 

But God had something in store for everyone there and they
didn't know it. We finished setting up the projector. Then we

started noticing the clouds. You could see the huge gray
cumulonimbus clouds hovering in the skies. The whole area

became dark and we began to feel the tiny drops of rain. 
 

First, we could feel a little bit of it dripping on our hands and on the
top of our heads. We ignored those first scattered drops in protest.
It wasn't going to rain, I thought to myself. God wouldn't let it rain

here now when we had such an important assignment. But then the
deluge began.

 
Buckets of rain came pouring down on us. We had to hurry up and

grab our equipment before it got soaked. Our team gathered
together under a doorway. Most of them had a look of

discouragement on their faces. 
 

So what do you do when you are on a mission from God and you are
about to see it derail? You press on anyway. We decided to press

into prayer. We sensed this wasn't just a part of the natural cycle of
precipitation. The enemy-the devil was at work.

 
 
 



We prayed. We rebuked the rain and any evil spirits that would
orchestrate this barrier to us sharing the good news of Jesus.

It was a moment where even if you didn’t have faith you
prayed anyway because there was nothing else you could do.

And then just like that...it stopped.
 

Dusk came and then night. The crowd of villagers sat on the
grass in front of the screen and were in awe. Amidst the

darkness, the moving pictures told the story of a man who
could heal people with only his words. Who was this man who

looked like a Westerner but was speaking their language? And
it was more than the fact that he could speak their language. It

was the words he said. They were full of life.
 

Once the movie ended one of our workers walked up and
addressed the crowd of moviegoers. He explained what the
movie was about and how the man in the movie, Jesus was

alive. Then he offered an invitation to follow him and receive
the life he talked about.

 
And that's when God confirmed it was right for us to pray for

the rain to stop. One by one people in the crowd began to walk
up to hear more about Jesus and begin a relationship with

him. 
 

Later that night we had to make our escape. The village elders
had called the cops on us. Why? We were coming against

centuries of oppression and bondage. Preaching about Jesus
radically changes situations and the devil doesn’t like it. 

 
 
 



Was it a coincidence that the rain stopped when we prayed? It
could have been. But I believe it was God confronting the
powers of darkness. He was listening to the prayers of his

people who were on an assignment from him. In fact, he gave
us just enough time to share the gospel and allow those who
would believe to hear it. Then the window closed and we had

to leave.
 

There are many days when I feel a surge of gratitude toward
God. The day God rescued me from darkness as a young
teenager is definitely one of them. The day I married my

beautiful wife Michelle is high on that list. Each day my six
children were born also make the cut. 

 
And days like the one I described above overwhelm me with

gratitude in the same way. We got to join in on what Jesus was
doing for these people who had never heard of him. We saw

the kingdom of God in action and nothing could top that!
 

Moments like this help me realize how much God has for us as
followers of Christ. You were not meant to live a boring

Christian life. God has called us to the mission of his kingdom. 
 

What is the kingdom of God? The Kingdom of God (KOG) is the
rule and reign of God. It was the central message of Jesus

during his time in Palestine. The nature of the Kingdom of God
is breakthrough. This breakthrough brings the future kingdom

benefits into the present. 
 
 
 
 



What most people hear in church is that we are waiting to
enter the kingdom of God. It’s closely aligned with heaven and
the afterlife. Until then we are just waiting for Jesus to return.
This is off the mark in so many ways. What most people don’t
understand is we don’t have to wait anymore. The kingdom of

God is here.
 

The nature of the Kingdom is to break into human history with
the saving acts of God before we experience the fullness of it

at the very end of human history. In each of these
breakthroughs, the Kingdom of God is present. The Kingdom’s

greatest breakthrough was in the life and ministry of Jesus
Christ.

 
Jesus is the King. And wherever he is the rule and the reign of

God-the kingdom-is present.
 

During his earthly ministry, Jesus taught the Kingdom had
come, was present, was near, and was delayed in its final

coming. This means the Kingdom is here and is continually
breaking through into this present age. This also means we
wait for the grand finale when God rights every wrong and

brings justice and peace. To sum it up, heaven will meet earth.
 

Jesus is at the center of the Bible’s message and Jesus'
understanding of his identity, his message, and his ministry

was inseparably linked to the Kingdom. Jesus announced and
proclaimed the Kingdom. He taught and explained the

kingdom using parables. His announcement of the Kingdom
was always accompanied by the demonstration of the

Kingdom’s presence and power over demons and sickness. 
 



The theme of the Kingdom as Jesus preached and taught it
unites the whole flow of Biblical truth, from Genesis to

Revelation.
 

So what does this have to do with us in the 21st Century? This
message and demonstration of the kingdom doesn’t end with

Jesus. It is the privilege and the calling of everyone who
follows Jesus. To follow Jesus is to follow the king and

wherever the king goes the kingdom is present. But so many
believers live beneath their birthright and their calling as

ambassadors sent on a mission from the King of Kings and the
Lord of Lords.

 
Unpacking the Definition and Description  

 
The Kingdom is the rule and reign of God.   

 
It is God’s right to rule and reign based on the fact that there

is no one higher than him in the entire universe. We
experience God’s reign as an intervention or breakthrough.

 
It’s how God comes into the world to reveal and demonstrate

his power, glory, and authority over all powers, including
Satan’s power and control in this sinful world. The kingdom is

God’s present activity and involvement in the course of human
history and events in order to accomplish his purposes and

reveal himself and his plans to people. So we can say the
Kingdom of God is an event. IT’S AN ONGOING EVENT.  

 
 



The Kingdom of God is not just “Heaven” although that is part
of it. Sometimes scripture refers to the kingdom as God’s

heavenly realm where God’s throne is, the actual place he rules
from. But even those scriptures can be understood as the place

where God rules from presently. In many other instances,
biblical references to the Kingdom of God are talking about the

present rule and reign of God.
 

The Greek word for Kingdom is βασιλεἰα. This means, “royal
power, kingship, dominion, and rule᾽. We simply can’t define the

“Kingdom of God” and “Kingdom of Heaven” to mean the
afterlife, but a present reality.

 
God is always at work and Jesus lived in this reality (John 5:17).
The work of God is His intervention in human history. It is when

His will breaks through and is done here on earth. Where his
will breaks in his Kingdom is present. God's Kingdom is

recognized as his rule and reign. 
 

Defining the Kingdom of God and the identifying marks of
Kingdom activity, presence, and movement.

 
Breakthrough is the nature of the Kingdom and can also

describe the movement of the Kingdom. The movement of the
Kingdom brings with it several key characteristics that

distinguish its origin as being from God. One of the greatest
gifts Biblical scholarship has given the church comes from the

emphasis on Jesus’ central message: the Kingdom of God.
Much life and fruit have been realized from a proper

understanding of this message. 
 
  



The Kingdom of God is the rule and reign of God, not a
physical kingdom or an abstract idea. Until the time of Jesus

the Kingdom was thought to be reserved for the future
eschatological age spoken of by Israel’s Prophets and the
future apocalyptic age described by the intertestamental

apocalyptic writers. The truth is the actual presence of God’s
Kingdom entered into the present age with the powers of the

future Kingdom in the life, words, and deeds of Jesus.
 

It is nearly impossible to explain the mystery of the Kingdom
and not discuss what it means for us personally and

theologically. We are witnesses to this Kingdom’s presence
and message. The Kingdom is both present and coming as a

continuation of Jesus’ ministry. The same words and works of
Jesus are present today as we wait for the end goal when God

brings heaven and earth together as one.
 

The ministry of the breakthrough of the Kingdom is continued
through the ministry of the Holy Spirit. “Wherever the Holy

Spirit moves, the kingdom breaks through” 
(Morphew, 2001, p.83).  

   
The Presence of the Kingdom

 
Jesus said in Matthew 6:33, “Seek first the Kingdom of God
and his righteousness and all of these things will be added

unto you.” If we can seek it we can find it. If we can find it, it is
attainable. If it is attainable then it is present. 

 
 
 
 



When Jesus proclaimed the Kingdom was here he also
demonstrated its presence through healing, deliverance,

forgiving sins, and calming storms. Whether deliverance from
demons, revelation or physical healing Jesus interpreted them

as indicators of the Kingdom’s presence (Matthew 12:28,
13:52, 16:17, Luke 7:16, 10:9). Each one was a demonstration of
the Kingdom’s power over Satan’s power. Sickness, disease,
demonic activity, sin, and even the chaos of weather are all

manifestations of the Kingdom of darkness’s presence.
 

Each one of these demonstrations of God’s Kingdom also
demonstrates the will of God. They demonstrate his heart for

humanity. He does not want people in bondage to Satan’s
Kingdom. God’s heart for you is to intervene in your situation. 

  
Jesus' Death & Resurrection are the most powerful

breakthrough of the Kingdom. 
 

Death is defeated. Sins are forgiven. The veil is torn in two.
Access to God is provided through Jesus' death and

resurrection. John 12:31, “Now is the judgment of this world;
now the ruler of this world will be cast out.”

 
Because of the cross and resurrection, the event of the “end”
has already happened in believers' lives. No matter how bleak

the future looks for the world we always have the anchor of
our souls. We always have hope that it will be good for us. 

 
We have been given eternal life. The phrase “eternal life”

literally is “the life of the ages”. That is the life of the future
age. Through faith in Jesus, through the new birth, we have
passed through the barrier between this life and the next. 



We have entered the eternal life of the age to come. It is
possible because the next life has broken through into this life

in Jesus. We enter and begin to experience eternal life now.
 

The resurrection is the final proof that Jesus is who he said he
is and that His kingdom is what he said it was and will be.

 
Jesus Commissions His Disciples and Gives them Authority to
do the Same Works and Carry the Same Message that He did.   

 
Let’s consider the passages of scripture where Jesus

commissioned his disciples to both proclaim and demonstrate
the Kingdom of God. 

 
Matthew 10: 1 “He called his twelve disciples to him and gave

them authority to drive out evil spirits and to heal every disease
and sickness.”

 
Matthew 10:7 “As you go, preach this message: The Kingdom of
Heaven is near. Heal the sick, raise the dead, and cleanse those
who have leprosy, drive out demons. Freely you have received,

freely give.” 
 

Luke 10:9 “Heal the sick who are there and tell them, ‘the
Kingdom of God is near you.”  

 
 



The disciples both proclaimed and demonstrated the kingdom
of God.

 
Luke 9:6, “So they set out and went from village to village,

preaching the gospel and healing people everywhere.” 
 

Luke 10:17 “The seventy-two returned with joy and said, “Lord
even the demons submit to us in your name.” 

 
How did Jesus reply? Luke 10:19 “I saw Satan fall like lightning

from heaven. I have given you authority to trample on snakes
and scorpions and to overcome all the power of the enemy;

nothing will harm you.”  
 

Jesus saw in his disciple’s ability to obey, act, proclaim, and to
demonstrate the Kingdom the present and ultimate defeat of

Satan. 
 

Now Satan was delivered the deathblow when Jesus
conquered death (Hebrews 2:14) but in between the time of

Jesus' victory over death and his return believers continue to
defeat Satan in their lives.

 
The Continuation in the Book of Acts 

 
The book of Acts starts out with the risen Jesus appearing and
speaking about the Kingdom for forty days. He reiterates his
promise that the Holy Spirit will come and speaks of how the

Holy Spirit will empower them to be his witnesses. 
 
 
 



Acts 1:8, “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit
comes on you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and

in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 
 

In Acts 2 the Holy Spirit is poured out and Joel 2:20 is fulfilled.
The Holy Spirit enabled them to speak in tongues. They
proclaimed and demonstrated the Kingdom of God with

boldness. They had the fresh fire of the Holy Spirit and were
empowered for their mission to be witnesses to the ends of

the earth. 
 

They also:
Cast out demons
Raised the dead
Healed the sick

Philip is translated
Saul is converted to Paul 

Ministered the baptism of the Holy Spirit
Operated in the gifts of the Spirit

 
Even up to the end of Acts Paul taught about the Kingdom of

God (Acts 28:30-31).
 

In the rest of the New Testament, we see evidence of the
mission and message of the Kingdom. There are fewer explicit

references but we see the demonstration of the Kingdom in
the life of Paul. We also see references to the Kingdom in the

letters. Ultimately Revelation is the story of the final victory of
the kingdom of God over the kingdom of darkness.

 
 
 



THE MINISTRY OF THE KINGDOM – HOW WE GET TO USE IT
 

Calling, Commission, and Authorization
 

The Great Commission shows that followers of Jesus are
called, commissioned, and authorized to not only preach the
words of Jesus but also continue to do the very works Jesus
did. In this final commission, Jesus sums up all he had taught
and demonstrated up to this point as he tells his disciples to

“Go…make disciples…teach” in his authority (Matthew 28:18-
20). 

 
To the disciples who heard this commission “to teach

everything I have commanded you” included not just Jesus’
ethical teaching and his identity as the Son of God, but also
the charge to heal the sick, deliver the demonized, and raise

the dead (Matthew 10:1,8, Mark 16:17-20, Luke 10:9, John
14:12). This call includes us today and the first step in pursuing

the ministry of the Kingdom is accepting the Great
Commission as a mandate to do the supernatural works of

Jesus alongside preaching the gospel of the kingdom. 
 
 

Divine Partnership - Join God in His Work
 

The second step in pursuing the ministry of the kingdom is to
join God in His work. This was Jesus’ practice. Jesus

recognized His “Father is always at work” and “he can only do
what he sees his Father doing” (John 5:17,19). We, like Jesus,

join God in what He is already doing.  
 
 



In the New Testament, we see teaching about the gifts of the
Holy Spirit and we see references to them. The baptism in the

Holy Spirit empowers us to get on with the mission of the
kingdom. The gifts of the Spirit in operation help us with

making the announcement, or proclamation of the kingdom.
Therefore the gifts of the spirit are also part of the continual

breakthrough of the Kingdom of God. Wherever the Holy Spirit
moves the Kingdom breaks in.

 
The Mission of God is Still Our Mission Today 

 
The mission of proclaiming and demonstrating the Gospel of

the Kingdom is still the mission of the church today. 
 

Mark 16:15, “He said to them, ‘Go into all the world and preach
the good news to all creation. Whoever believes and is

baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be
condemned. And these signs will accompany those who

believe; In my name, they will drive out demons; they will
speak in new tongues; they will pick up snakes with their

hands; and when they drink deadly poison, it will not hurt them
at all; they will place their hands on sick people, and they will

get well.’” 
 

If this is the mystery and nature of the Kingdom, and this
message is the main lens for reading scripture, then there is
one conclusion we can make. We can emphatically say that

every intervention of God since Jesus is a breakthrough of the
powers of the future age, a very breakthrough of His Kingdom.  

 
 



THE MINISTRY OF THE KINGDOM – HOW WE GET TO USE IT
 

Calling, Commission, and Authorization
 

The Great Commission shows that followers of Jesus are
called, commissioned, and authorized to not only preach the
words of Jesus but also continue to do the very works Jesus
did. In this final commission, Jesus sums up all he had taught
and demonstrated up to this point as he tells his disciples to

“Go…make disciples…teach” in his authority (Matthew 28:18-
20). 

 
To the disciples who heard this commission “to teach

everything I have commanded you,” it included not just Jesus’
ethical teaching and his identity as the Son of God, but also
the charge to heal the sick, deliver the demonized, and raise

the dead (Matthew 10:1,8, Mark 16:17-20, Luke 10:9, John
14:12). This call includes us today and the first step in pursuing

the ministry of the Kingdom is accepting the Great
Commission as a mandate to do the supernatural works of

Jesus alongside preaching the gospel of the kingdom. 
 
 

Divine Partnership - Join God in His Work
 

The second step in pursuing the ministry of the kingdom is to
join God in His work. This was Jesus’ practice. Jesus

recognized His “Father is always at work” and “he can only do
what he sees his Father doing” (John 5:17,19). We, like Jesus,

join God in what He is already doing.  
 
 



Recognizing that God’s work is the ongoing breakthrough of
His rule and learning to see when and how he is working, and

on who he is working, is how we join him in his work. This
requires learning and applying the principles of listening and

obeying, acting in faith, and giving away what we have no
matter how much it seems like a lack to us.  

 
Listen and Obey 

 
Jesus always listened to the Father. It was through listening

that he saw what God was doing. He always obeyed. This
especially applies to prayer ministry. We need to listen to

people and the Holy Spirit, invite the Spirit’s presence on the
person, and watch for the responses of God to our prayers.

During this process, we must obey the directions we’ve
received from the Holy Spirit. 

 
 

John Wimber’s prayer model is a means of employing the
principle of listening and obeying. The steps of this prayer

model are as follows:
    

1. Listen to the person and to God
2. Determine what the problem is

3. Pray to God and speak from God
4. Watch for what God is doing

5. Counsel the person on what to do next once the prayer time
is over

 
 
 
 



In order to pursue the kingdom as we pray for people we must
avoid three obstacles that will always try to stop us from
listening and obeying: self-focus, pride, and a desire for

control. These obstacles are not only effective in hindering the
principle of listening and obeying, they are obstacles in our
entire life, ministry, and mission. Through fixing our eyes on

Jesus, being others-focused, and surrendering control to God
we can overcome these issues and grow stronger in kingdom

ministry. 
 

Act in Faith
 

The principle of acting in faith is crucial to the application of
kingdom ministry. God designed this divine partnership to be
based on our dependence, commitment, and trust in Him in a
glorious mixture of His grace and our faith. We don’t just wait

for anointing or gifting, but we also need to act in faith. 
 

You need to take the risk of stepping out in faith to obey God’s
word even when there is no indication of God’s activity in a
given situation. To risk acting in faith means that you trust

God’s power to be present as you obey him. Simply put faith
mandates that you obey, and then God acts. This principle is
intrinsic to our next principle; giving away what we have.     

 
 
 
 
 
 



Give Away What You Have
 

At first glance, the application of giving away what you have
may seem to refer to material possessions. However, this
principle is speaking of giving or using what you have, no
matter how seemingly insignificant it is, in the context of

kingdom ministry. This principle applies to spiritual gifts, both
in the church and on the streets. It also applies to every area
of the Christian life. Learning this principle is invaluable for

spiritual growth. 
 

This principle works by starting with what you have and giving
it away, trusting God to supply more as you give. In doing

anything in life you have to start somewhere. Doing the works
of Jesus requires a starting point. Whether it is the first time
or the hundredth time you open your mouth to proclaim the
kingdom or lay hands on the sick you have to trust God will

provide what is needed as you grow in recognizing the
Father’s work. This does not excuse us from training and

preparation for kingdom ministry, but the lack of preparation
and training is no excuse for not operating in kingdom

ministry. 
 
 
 
 



Power Tools
 

Empowering of the Holy Spirit
 

John Wimber taught the Vineyard “that we have expected far
too little from the Holy Spirit as He wants to express his

presence strongly in and through us.” An important emphasis
of operating in the ministry of the kingdom is the empowering

of the Holy Spirit. It is not likely God would call and
commission his first group of disciples to join him in his

mission and empower them without giving the same
empowerment to later disciples. The baptism in the Holy Spirit
is for the empowerment and equipping for the mission of the

Kingdom.
 
 

 The Gifts of the Holy Spirit (Spiritual Gifts)
 

After experiencing the Holy Spirit, receiving God’s
empowerment leads to the use of the gifts of the Holy Spirit.

This is core to the application of kingdom ministry as gifts
serve as kingdom breakthroughs.  

Paul’s lists of spiritual gifts are more a broad description than
a concrete one. There are two different ways spiritual gifts
manifest themselves: lifetime ministry gifts and situational

anointings. Lifetime ministry gifts and situational anointings
are God’s grace gifts for building up and encouraging others. 



God gives lifetime ministry gifts that a person regularly
operates in. Then there are situational anointings when we

operate in a gift of the Spirit that we do not regularly
experience for a specific time and need. The keys to unlocking

spiritual gifts in situational anointings are what we talked
about previously: listening and obeying, seeing what the

Father is doing, and joining Him. 
 

Pressing On Into The Tension
 

The Tension of the Kingdom
 

A key factor in pressing on in kingdom ministry is
understanding the dynamic tension of the Kingdom of God.

Because the kingdom has come and is yet to come, not every
application of kingdom ministry is going to seem 100%

successful. In fact, sometimes it will seem unsuccessful. As the
Kingdom of God is like a mustard seed we will see fruit with

faithfulness over the long haul. It is a slow-coming Kingdom in
some ways, therefore we continue to live in the tension of the
Kingdom that was inaugurated in Jesus' first coming and will
be consummated at His return. Thankfully this experience is

enough of a taste that our lives and the lives of many we
minister the kingdom to will be transformed forever. (Hebrews

6:5)
 

Once you have your tools then God is calling you to go. It
could be across the street or across the world. Below you will
find practical ways to join the mission of the kingdom of God

and not live a boring Christian life. 
  



PRACTICAL WAYS TO BE INVOLVED IN THE MISSION OF
THE KINGDOM

 
Work as Your Mission Field

 
Your work is sacred. Your work is your ministry. Put a ministry
plan into your work. There are so many occupations that cause

you to come in contact with many more unbelievers and
hurting people than pastors have interaction with. You are

that connection. Build relationships at work and be intentional
about finding the right pace to share your testimony with

them. Let your light shine and they will see the difference that
is inside you.

 
In some occupations, you can’t do much at your actual

workplace. You can however make friends there that will give
you the platform to reach out to them outside of work. One
great way is to start a discovery bible study. This is a simple

method to bring the Bible to life in the lives of those who
might never step inside a traditional church building.

 
Your work is connected to God’s work in the earth: God uses

you in your workplace to minister to and even reach those you
work with. God uses the fruit of your labor and your prayers

for the nations to connect you to his mission. Short-term trips
take you to the field and give you a broader perspective of His

mission. Hospitality towards both national and foreign
missionaries brings this connection right into your home.

 
 
 
 



Hospitality: The Two-Fold Way to Bless.
 

The two-fold way is by blessing missionaries with a place to
stay and also being missional by opening up your home to

reach people especially international students, workers, and
even refugees.

 
Hospitality is mentioned in the Bible as a gift.

 
“Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling. Each of you

should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as
faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms.” ( 1 Peter

4:9–10 NIV)
 

As a missionary in foreign fields, I have been accepted into
homes as a complete stranger by complete strangers. I have

been given countless cups of tea, many meals, and even been
given a bed. In almost all of these experiences, my hosts were
willing to spend quality time in conversation that is when they
weren’t working hard to prepare some seriously tasty meals.

 
Hospitality is a gift and its impact on missionaries, pastors,
and especially national indigenous missionaries is deep. To

reach out to foreign exchange students or other foreign
visitors through hospitality is just as missional as going

yourself to the places they are from.
 

When you bring someone into your home, especially from
certain foreign countries you have a friend for life. When you
take them out to do something they enjoy it refreshes them. I
often told Pete Kennedy that the fishing trips were memories

that I thought about often and brought me comfort during



I know of many international students who came to America
unreached and Christians reached them. Some even baptized

them in their homes. The problem is not enough Christians
would open up their lives or homes to them.

Sometimes I think that Christians refuse to go on the mission
field, so God has brought the mission field to them.

 
Recently here in the USA, I played a video in the Chinese

language for a new friend to watch. She was so unreached that
she asked me if the speaker himself was Jesus. There are

hundreds of thousands if not millions of people in your home
country that have never heard of Jesus. God is always at work.

Step out in faith and join the conversation God is already
having with them.

 
The Gift of Friendship – Supporting Fewer With More

 
This is why the local church-based mission strategy is so

important. It is because it is relational. It allows us to make
friends from all of the churches that are involved. This way is
much more Biblical than supporting a large organization that
allows you very little connection let alone a relationship with

the actual end user of your gifts.
 

This is also why I would suggest your church support fewer
missionaries and make a bigger impact in their work because

it establishes a far better relationship with those missionaries.
The model of supporting dozens of missionaries at a low

monthly dollar amount does not encourage a deep connection
between the missionary and the church or between the church

and the actual mission. 



I doubt that most churchgoers in those types of churches
know much about those missions let alone the missionaries’
names. God is calling you and your church to be friends with

your missionaries.
 

Due to a number of factors missionaries are often lonely,
struggling, and even torn between the nations and their own

home country. Having friends in different places is a great
source of encouragement and comfort.

 
These friends would do their best to try to understand what
missionaries and their families are going through. The third
culture kid thing is a reality. Even missionaries can feel like
they don’t belong in either their home country or their host

nation.
 

Do My Financial Gifts Make a Difference?
 

As missionaries who direct a non-profit ministry that operates
on faith and the generosity of donors, we can tell you that

your gifts make a difference. We are grateful for every dime
God provides. A homeless man gave us two dollars because he
wanted to be a part of helping people less fortunate than him.
Another friend gave us a jar of coins that amounted to $400.
This was the exact amount needed to pay for a ministry need.
Still, others have regularly, sacrificially supported causes that

have enabled us to reach entire leprosy colonies, plant
churches in unreached villages, and care for persecuted house

church pastors. Those we serve in the world are grateful for
every dime too.

 
 



God measures the impact of the gift. In His Kingdom, a small
gift given in humility can have more of an impact than a large

gift. Do you remember the story Jesus shared about the
widow’s mite?

 
There are times when your gift will be at the right time, in the right
amount, and for the right purpose. At times the ability/availability

to give won’t even be there for anybody else but you.
 

God measures generosity in your heart based on your measure of
faith. His scales are perfect and balanced. Therefore no two givers
can be compared. Only God knows the background, the degree of

sacrifice, and the immediacy of the need your generosity fills.
 

There are times when an opportunity to meet a crucial need is only
there for you to meet. God will pass the need on for others to meet
but sometimes he gives us a unique opportunity to meet the need

in full or partially. This is one of God’s ways to draw us into
participating in His mission.

 
Another way is by giving to the cause of those who are unreached.
Just like in the story I told in the introduction there are thousands
of villages where the name of Christ hasn’t been named. There are

hundreds of unreached people groups where less than 2% are
Christians and adequate resources are lacking to evangelize this

group.
 
 
 



The million-dollar question: How much of our giving goes to
reach those who are unreached? Less than 1% of 1% of the

money given to missions goes to those who are unreached. If
there is any cause deserving of our financial resources then

it’s for those who have never heard of Jesus to have the
opportunity to hear and believe the gospel. This is the most
strategic kingdom task on the face of the earth right now.

 
So, when you give, you are joining in God’s work, and God is

working in and through you. Oftentimes when we give there is
joy and a supernatural faith that God is in control and will
provide for our needs even abundantly. I also believe that

stress is relieved as we take action to place our trust in God
and not in anything else.

 
Your gifts make a difference and God sees them as your

obedience to Jesus’ instruction to lay treasures in Heaven.
 

Pray for Missions and the ministries that are doing what you
would want to do.

 
In every church planting movement or disciple-making

movement, the foundation and sustenance came from prayer.
Copious amounts of intentional prayer have birthed

movements and caused great transformation. You can pray
for unreached people groups. Pray for specific ministries in

your town. Pray for ministries to be birthed that would fulfill a
need in your area. Pray how God would have you be involved.

 
 
 
 



Has God Given You a Mission? If you have a burden for a
particular place, a call to a people, a heart for the poor, or a

desire to share Jesus with your neighbor and the world then
begin to position your life toward fulfilling that mission. If you
are more of a supporter in nature then find ministries that are
doing those things that line up with what God is doing in your

heart.
 

Start Reaching Out to People Around You
 

God can and will use you to make disciples who make disciples
if you desire it. Learn about disciple-making movements.
There are simple methods available to get your friends,
neighbors, and coworkers talking about the Bible and

encountering God. Start with changing the world by bringing
God’s transformation to one person.

 
 
 
 



More About The Author and His Feet International
 

When Todd & Michelle Matthews are not living in undisclosed
locations on the mission field, they stay in Western

Pennsylvania where they are both from. They have six
wonderful children. Todd loves to fish, hunt, and lead worship.
Michelle is passionate about healthy living and a healthy walk

with God. Both love to teach and preach God’s word.
 

His Feet International is a ministry that takes the Gospel to
unreached and unengaged people groups. Making disciples

and helping the outcast is our specialty. This unique ministry
is working in some areas that few to no others are working in.

Our time on the mission field has produced the fruit of
relationships with others who are living the mission of God.

Our partnership with them has been vital in encouraging and
even sharing financial resources to touch lives.

 
To learn more about His Feet International please visit

hisfeet.com. 
To reach out to Todd & Michelle please email

todd@hisfeet.com
 
 
 


